
 

1 | P a g e  
 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 20th March in the Council Chambers of 

the War Memorial Institute. 

Present; Cllrs L. Pace-Avery, P. Lambkin, J. Rowlands, S. Jones, A. Jones, T. Van Rees, A.Edwards, 
M. Pigott, R. Hughes. 
In Attendance : Mrs L E Ball Clerk and RFO 
 
           Cllr Pace-Avery opened the meeting by welcoming Mrs A Edwards as the newly co-opted 
Councillor .Mrs Edwards completed the “declaration of acceptance “ form and took her place round the 
table. 

1. Apologies for Absence;    Visiting speaker, Mr D. Wyn Morgan, sent his apologies due to a 

family  crisis. Cllrs P. James , J. Davies 

2. Declarations of Interest : There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of the February meeting and Matters arising-the February minutes were duly 

considered and were proposed as an accurate record by Cllr M.Pigott and seconded by Cllr. 

P.Lambkin. There were no matters arising. 

4. Finance 

a)  February Balance Sheet-the Clerk presented the February balance sheet to members 

outlining income and expenditure. £2000.00 has been transferred to account number two to cover the 

cost of running the public toilets next year and it was explained to new members that monies had also 

been set aside to cover potential expenditure with regard the Independent Review panel and possible 

payment to Councillors After due consideration the February balance sheet was proposed as an 

accurate record by Cllr J. Rowlands and seconded by A. Jones. 

b) Public Toilet Finance -the balance sheet was presented to members. This is the first 

balance sheet that reflected a year’s income and expenditure. It was noted that at the moment no major 

repair works have been needed this past two years because of the complete refurbishment on 2017. 

After due consideration the balance sheet was proposed as an accurate record by Cllr M.Pigott and 

seconded by Cllr. P. Lambkin 

c) Pavilion-The balance sheet for the Pavilion was presented to members. This reflected 
the lack of use of the pavilion and it’s facilities . Expenditure was mainly electricity and water but with 
little income . Cllr Rowlands asked the question as to whether the pavilion finances would be taken over 
by the Dolwen Field Development Committee when the project was completed. After some discussion it 
was felt that until such time as the Project was up and running the responsibility still remained with the 
Town Council but this was an issue to remain active as the project developed. Cllrs felt that it would be 
common sense to transfer responsibility to the Committee in the future. 
Cllr A. Jones enquired about the replacement of the fire extinguishers and requested that we  
co-ordinate with the Victoria Hall committee with regard testing and replacing when necessary in order 
to have  a common provider .. 
Action: Cllr Jones to liaise with the Clerk regarding this matter. 

5. Formation Sub Committee to appoint a new Clerk 
It was suggested at the last meeting to consider separating the role of RFO and minute taker and that 
the post should be advertised in the local press. If there was a problem recruiting  Powys “Business 
Solutions” could provide a clerk but this would be at a cost. Cllr Lambkin felt that a Clerk should be  a 
local person and part of the community that they represent. Members agreed with this . If the role was 
split it may incur more cost to the council. Cllr Lambkin proposed that the existing Clerk be replaced by 
one person. This was seconded by Cllr T. Van Rees. An appointments panel was requested and the 
following Cllrs volunteered for the role: 

• Cllr P. Lambkin 

• Cllr A. Edwards 

• Cllr A. Jones 
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• Cllr T Van Rees 
A meeting for Thursday  27th March was agreed  to discuss a job description , a job specification , and 
an  advert for the grapevine in the first instance. The existing Clerk provided samples for all the above 
as a starting point for their discussion and offered to provide Cllr Pace Avery with a salary scale for 
Clerks to enable determination of initial salary. 
Action : Clerk to provide salary scale to Cllr Pace-Avery 

6. Traffic Calming- 
The clerk read a letter form Mr K Skates regarding VA signs. This was in response to a letter sent 
offering to be part of a trial. Members were pleasantly surprised by the positive response . Cllr 
Rowlands outlined the latest statistics regarding speeding through the Town which he requests from the 
“Go Safe”team. The statistics show  that there has been a slight decrease in  the number of offenders 
since the traffic calming measures were introduced although Cllr Rowlands felt that the incidence of 
speeding could be decreased even more. 

7. Feedback from Councillors  
Cllr A. Jones informed members that  

• Lack of access to the side of Victoria Hall to enable maintenance was still an issue . 
Also access has now been closed off  to the back of Alexandra House and the  Snack Attack property. 
Powys County Council have said that the issue is a civil matter.  
It was suggested that a letter from the Town Council be sent to Mr Garland regarding the matter and 
requesting an appointment to be made for access to Victoria Hall. 
Action: Clerk to write to Mr Garland. 
Cllr R. Hughes reported that 
She had been approached by residents regarding the speeding of large Quarry lorries through Cefn 
Gorwedd . She understood that this might be the responsibility of Llangammarch Parish Council. 
Several residents had complained  about the speed at which these lorries travel and their apparent lack 
of concern for the rurality of the area. A complaint has been made  to the manager of Hanson’s quarry 
by one of the residents and since then there had been a slight improvement but speeding remains an 
issue. Cllr Piggot had had first hand experience of these lorries as a cyclist and verified their lack of 
consideration for other road users. This issue to be monitored. 
Cllr Van Rees reported that : 

• he had spoken to Highways who had accepted responsibility for the work done on the 
Abergwesyn Road. They would investigate it and do any remedial work necessary. 

• He had spoken to Mr Griffiths at the Abernant with regard putting up a directional sign for 
Manor Adventure at the junction of Station Road and Cym Irfon Terrace to prevent large buses going 
up to Berthllywd. There was some discussion as to where the sign should be sited and whether 
permission should be sought to put up a sign on the railings . 
Action; Cllrs to look at where best to place the sign. 
  Cllr M.Pigott requested clarification regarding  an event on  the Dolwen field the weekend of the 
Bog Snorkelling. He understood that there was to be some sort of Festival with the celebrity Danny 
Bent in attendance with the possibility of many campers on the field and using the Pavilion. Cllr Pace -
Avery assured Cllr Pigott that nothing concrete had been arranged and that she was communication 
with the Secretary of WAG , Mrs K. Perkins , regarding the matter and would report back to Council 
should she hear any more. 
Cllr S.Jones reported that  
Yet again the telephone wires had been down along the Abergwesyn Road causing no telephone 
communication for a few days. 
She also enquired if, when clear felling happens, that there was any requirement to leave the site in a 
safe and tidy state as she felt that in the case of clear felling on the Abergwesyn Road there had been a 
lot of debris left . She had made enquires of NRW who had told her to contact the contractors who in 
this case are “Tilhill”.  Cllr Van Rees offered to speak to Mr S. Smith about the matter and would 
feedback at the next meeting. 
Action: Clerk to write a letter to Tilhill voicing the above concerns. 
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Cllr Rowlands enquired : 

• as to what was happening with the wooden bridge over the Irfon as it was now becoming quite 
dilapidated. Cllr Van Rees informed him that there had been money put aside in this year’s budget to 
deal with the issue and that he would speak to Mr B Campbell as to when works would commence. 

• he informed members that he was concerned about the closure of Llandovery Bank. The Clerk 
informed him that a letter had been written and sent to Barclays regarding this matter and that the 
communications officer at Barclays had rung to explain why the Bank was closing stating that there 
were only 55 accounts registered at the Bank. Cllr Rowlands felt that an  e-mail should be sent to the 
Clerk of Llandovery Town Council offering our support and that letters should be written to Kirsty 
Williams and Chris Davies regarding this continued closure of local Banks. 
Action: Clerk to write the above letters. 
Cllr L. Pace-Avery  informed members that:  

• she had received a  complaint about the Town Council with regards the handling of the  co-
option of Councillors. The complaints procedure and a complaints form had been sent to the resident in 
question and had been referred to, on the advice of One Voice Wales,  to the minutes in question. 
Members felt that the issue had been dealt with in line with the Standing Orders of the Council but also 
recognised the residents right to complain if felt necessary. 

• Parking within Town was still causing a problem despite a plea being published in the 
Grapevine for consideration. Other members felt that perhaps the police needed to be informed since 
illegal parking was an offence.  
Action Cllr pace-Avery to speak to PCSO Jo Kelham at her next meeting with her. 
                       The Clerk informed members that she had been approached by Mrs J Newman as to 
who owned Abergwesyn Hall. After much discussion and debate it was decided to consult the deeds. 
Action; Clerk to find out from the deeds who are the legal owners of this asset although it was pointed 
out the Town Council insure the building and that it was listed on the Town Council’s asset register. 

8. Anti-Social Behaviour-Cllr A. Jones reported that there had been another speight of petty 
pilfering from the back room of Victoria Hall. The sewing groups chocolate had disappeared and 
chewing gum had been wrapped in the wrappers. It was suggested that a lock now be put on the 
cupboard and that the code to Victoria Hall be changed again. 
       No other issues of anti-social behaviour were brought to the table and Cllr A. Jones commented 
that the police were being very proactive in dealing with known and potential offenders. 

9. Website -Cllr Rowlands informed members that Mr P Rickard had withdrawn his offer 
to help  with the website due to his retirement  and ill health .He explained that the steering group had 
put together all the information needed and that he had sought a quote from a company in Llandovery , 
the same company that designed the Heritage Centre website . They in turn had quoted £900.00 which 
included training on how to use the website He requested that the Town Council show leadership of this 
venture as it was a Town website and requested financial support of £500.00 towards the cost. 
Much debate then ensued as to the direction this had taken and who was originally asked to contribute, 
who was going to ask businesses to contribute, how long was this now going to take and who was 
going to maintain the website  
Cllr Rowlands reported that a meeting of the steering group would be called to discuss the matter and 
to find a way forward. 
Cllr Pigott offered to help to maintain the website with a team but not solely as he is already involved in 
maintaining other websites. 
Cllr Van Rees concluded by asking Cllr Rowlands to take back to the steering group that there was a 
willingness in Council to contribute towards the venture but that the amount is questionable. At the 
same time he pledged a donation from the trustees of The War Memorial Institute. 
Cllr Lambkin felt that more providers should be asked to give quotes . 
Cllr Hughes felt that it should be optimised through Google. 
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10. Youth Council -Cllr pace-Avery informed members that  

• the Youth Council lead had disappeared since the person concerned was concentrating on 
GCSE’s at the present time. 

• That she had set up a meeting with the Sports Council and the School on the afternoon of 27 th 
March at 2.45pm where she would talk to the children about the Dolwen Field Project. The 
Clerk is to attend with her and if any other members wished to attend they were most welcome 
to do so. 
11. Planning – there were no issues brought to the table from Powys planning though 

observations were made regarding the size of a  building behind a property on Cefn Gorwedd Road  in 
Llanwrtyd as no planning information had come to Council. 

12. Twinning – the clerk informed members that Cllr Davies and Mr Bryn Davies had constructed 
a letter for Mr Delannoy regarding the position of the Meriel Town Council and the Comite de Jumelage. 
This had been sent via e-mail to Mr Delannoy. 

There had been contact regarding Man v Horse but as yet no concrete team had been put forward. 
Cllr Pace -Avery informed members that there were till places on the Krumlov excursion if any 
Councillor wished to go. 

13. Councillor Training-Cllr Pigott expressed interest in the ILCA and CILCA training for 
Clerks and asked the Clerk to investigate the possibility of a bursary towards the cost. 

Action: Clerk to investigate the above. 
14. Services  
a) Public Toilets  -Cllr Lambkin reported a blockage but it had been dealt with by Mr Dodds 

the caretaker. 
The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Mr Howells regarding the heaters- she was charged, 
together with Cllr pace-Avery  with getting a quote from Mr Evans and get the work carried out. 
Action ; Clerk to ring Mr Evans. 

b) Library-Cllr Van Rees outlined the latest developments with library funding which was 
outlined in a letter sent to the Town council by Chief librarian Mrs K. Thomas. With a year’s grace it was 
the will of the service to find a long term solution to the problem  of funding to provide some stability for 
the service .It was made clear that although the proposed cuts had been suspended for a year there 
still remained a great deal of work to be done by the service at Powys to find long term solutions. 
Action : Clerk to send all Cllrs a copy of the SWAT analysis sent by the library Service 

c) Surgery- The Clerk informed members of the meeting with Builth Practice on the 22nd 
March at 11:30am at Builth Surgery. The following Councillors offered to attend : 

Cllrs L.Pace-Avery, A.Jones,and  J. Rowlands with the possibility of P. James and J. 
Davies. 

d) Dolwen Field- Cllr Pigott informed members that the Committee had held a very 
successful Quiz and Curry night and that £402.70 had been raised .He said that the Committtee was 
looking to expand its membership.  He outlined progress with the project and informed members that 
we were still waiting for planning permission to be granted . He explained the the issues with the 
sensory Garden and informed members that other fund raising events were due to happen- with an 
Easter egg hunt on the 20th April organised in conjunction with the Heritage Centre and the charity shop 
event  in the first week of July for which we are collecting bric-a brac .This is being stored in the pavilion 
and already there are two rooms full . 
Grass cutting – The Clerk  informed members that Mr A. Croker had submitted a quote for grass cutting  
and went through the finances of the quote .After much discussion it was felt that we would have the 
Dolwen Field cut on a fortnightly basis rather than a weekly basis and that Mr  Croker be asked to carry 
out the work. The question of accountability was raise an and it was suggested that Mr Croker fill in a 
diary of when he cuts which will be presented to Council. 

Cllr A. jones formally proposed that the Dolwen Field be cut on a fortnightly basis and this was 
seconded by Cllr R. Hughes . 

Action: Clerk to inform Mr Croker of the Council’s decision to offer him the work and to inform 
him of Council’s decision to cut fortnightly and the need to fill in a diary of cutting. 
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Cllr A. Jones reported that people are still taking their dogs onto the field. It was felt that a 
larger sign should be attached to the main gate. 
 

e) Town Square and Green -the issue of the electrics was once again discussed. It was 
felt that Mr Evans be asked to give  the Council a quote for the work with a view to getting  it done as 
soon as possible. 
CCTV  on the square was also discussed . The kind of system required needs to be investigated andit 
was suggested that the first port of call would be the police. 
Action: Cllr pace -Avery to consult with PCSO J. Kelham for advice on which system would best suit the 
needs of the Town. 
Cllr Rowlands felt that the town Should enter Wales in bloom once again this year . He had spoken to  
J Walsby as to whether the gardening club would help as they have new enthusiastic members and the 
outcome was positive. Cllr Rowlands is prepared to lead the entry. The idea of hanging baskets on the 
lamp posts was discussed last year but it needs to be investigated through the Trunk Road Agency 
before any decisions are made. Cllr Rowland felt that there should be theme to the planting of the 
boxes this year if possible. The closing date for entries is 3rd May. All councillors were in favour of 
entering again. 

15. Civic Reception-The Clerk informed members that a reply had been received from the Mid 
Wales and West fire Authority who had given the preferred date of the 30th April to attend a Civic 
reception for the Llanwrtyd Fire Team .Victoria Hall had been booked. A discussion then ensued as to 
the organisation of the event. Invitations to dignitaries need to be sent out, Llanwrtyd Station needs to 
be informed, what format would the evening take etc.  

16. Correspondence 
Item 6 on Agenda                                        Letter from Mr  K. Skates  re; VA signs 
Item 7 on Agenda                                        e-mail form Cllr Hughes regarding havy lorries through 

Cefn Gorwedd 
Item 14 on Agenda                                    Quote for grass cutting from Mr Croker 
Item 14 b on Agenda                                 

• Feedback form library session 

• Letter from Mrs K. Thomas re; Library reprieve 
Item 14e on Agenda                                 e-mail form Jen Walsby  re litter pick on 4th April 
Item 15 on Agenda                                   e-mail form Marie Thomas re ; Dates and officials attending 
Item 16  on Agenda                                    

• 16.1 e-mail form Rebecca Whitcomb re: street naming and numbering 

• 16.2  Newsletter from  Llanwrtyd Wells Community Transport 

• 16.3  letter re; Heart of Wales trail Launch March 28th  

• 16.4 Poster for Drop in session -Cambrian Mountain initiative 

• Cllr Van Rees informed members that there would be a tea for the Vicar on the 22nd April in 
Victoria Hall as she is due to leave Llanwrtyd after Easter . 

• The Clerk informed members of the need to prepare for “Operation London Bridge” and 
informed them of the necessity to buy a condolence book and black ribbon. A PowerPoint 
presentation will be given to Council at the next meeting. This outlines the protocol in dealing 
with the death of a member of the Royal Family. 

• Cllr Hughes informed embers of the tractor run on the 19th May 

• Appointments Committee to meet on Thursday 28th March at 7:00pm in the Council Chambers 
Cllr Pace-Avery thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9:50pm. 
 
Signed ……………………………………….. 
 
Date…………………………………………… 
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING :                   WEDNESDAY 17th APRIL 


